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arsra sn^ qqfwrNa i” 

Arise I Awake I And stop not till the Goal is reached.** 



THE MASTER SPEAKS 



[From the Diary of M.] 



Sri Ramakrishna in the Brahmo 

Samaj of Sinthi and Brahmo 

Devotees 

Sri Ramakrishna has come to Beni 
Pal’s garden at Sinthi. To-day is the 
biannual celebration of the Sinthi 
Brahmo Samaj. Afternoon of April 22, 
1883. Many devotees have come, who 
are sitting in the southern, covered 
verandah. The Brahmo minister, 
Becharam, will conduct the evening 
service. The devotees are asking the 
Master questions. 

A Brahmo devotee : Sir, what is the 
means of realizing God ? 

Sri Ramakrishna : The means is de- 
votion, love of God. And prayer too. 

The devotee : Devotion or prayer ? 

Sri Ramakrishna : Devotion first, 
prayer, next. 

“Call on Her as She should be called 
(t.e, with all the warmth of your heart). 



and see if She can remain indifferent to 
it” — the Master sings this song. He 
continues : And the Lord’s name and 
glory should always be on one’s lips — 
and constant prayer too. The old 
brass-pot should be carefully scrubbed 
and cleansed every day. Cleansing but 
once won’t do. Discrimination, dis- 
passion, the thought that the world is 
transitory — all these things must re- 
main ever bright in one’s mind. 



Brahmo Devotee and Renunciation — 
Desireless Work m Worldly Life 

The Brahmo devotee : Is it good to 
renounce the world? 

Sri Ramakrishna : It is not for ail. 
Renunciation of the world is not for 
those who have not done with worldly 
enjoyments. One dram of liquor does 
not make one drunk. 
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The devotee : They will then lead a 
family life? 

Sri Ramakrishna : Yes, they will try 
to do work there without caring for the 
result. They should open the cakes of 
a jack-fruit after greasing their hands 
properly, so that the sticky substance 
may not spoil their hands. They must 
work like the maid-servants of the rich 
people; they do all the works of their 
masters, but their minds are in their 
own houses. This is what is called the 
desireless work, i.e. work performed 
without attachment thereto. This is 
also known as the ‘mental renunciation. 5 
You are to renounce mentally. The 
monks are to renounce both internally 
and externally. 

The Brahmo Devotee and the End of 
Enjoyment — The Signs of Righteous 

Women — When Dispassion comes 

The devotee : What is meant bv the 

4/ 

end of enjoyments? 

Sri Ramakrishna : Enjoyments refer 
to those of sex and wealth. Surround- 
ed by things of attraction, it is difficult 
to keep the mind undisturbed. Wealth, 
fame, sense-pleasures — one must once 
have a taste of these. Without this 
there can be no cessation of hankerings 
after enjoyment, and, therefore, yearn- 
ing for God does not come. 

The Devotee : Are we or womenfolk 

the source of evil ? 

Sri Ramakrishna : There are both 

righteous women and unrighteous ones. 
Righteous women lead men Godwards, 
and the unrighteous ones make them 
forget God and drown them in the ocean 
of worldliness. 




verse has come into being. Within this 
Maya there are both righteous and un- 
righteous forces. If you hold to the 
righteous forces, they will lead you to 
the company of the holy, to knowledge. 



devotion, love, dispassion, etc. The 
unrighteous forces are the senses and 
sense-objects, the combinations of the 
five elements and their contact with our 
sense-organs — all the objects of enjoy- 
ment, viz. those of sight, taste, smell, 
touch and sound. These enjoyments 
make you forget God. 

The devotee : If Avidya or the sum 
total of unrighteous forces makes us 
ignorant, takes us away from God, why 
has He created It? 

Sri Ramakrishna : It is His Divine 
Play, His Lila. Without darkness the 
glory of light cannot be realized, with- 
out misery happiness cannot be appre- 
ciated. Without the notion of the evil 
there is no notion of the good. 

Again, it is because of the peel that 
the mango grows and ripens ; when it 
is ripe you peel it off. It is because of 
this peel of Maya that you gradually 
attain the highest knowledge of 
Brahman. The Vidya-Maya and the 
Avidya-Maya (i.e. the righteous and 
unrighteous forces of Maya) are the 
peels of the mango ; both are necessary. 

The devotee : Well, sir, the worship 
of God with forms and in images made 
of earth 1 — is it good? 

Sri Ramakrishna : You do not re- 
cognize God with forms; that is good. 
With you it is not forms but the ideas 
behind that matter. You may not 
aeeept Radha and Krishna, but just 
learn Radha’s attraction for Krishna, 
this love of God. How earnestly do 
these worshippers of God in forms of 
Kali, Durga, etc. love Him, and how 
repeatedly do they call upon Him ! 
Just learn this wonderful love from 
them ; it does not matter if you do 
not aeeept the images. 

The devotee : How does dispassion 

1 Keshab, founder of one of the Brahmo 
Samajes, said about it : It is not the wor- 

ship of an earthen image hut of a form of 
pure consciousness represented as such, 
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come? and why does it not come to 
all? 

Sri Ramahrishna : Unless the desire 
for enjoyment is spent out, dispassion 
does not come. You can keep a little 
child engaged with food and dolls for 
some time ; but when it has finished 
with them, it says, “I'll go to 
mamma.” Then if you do not take it 
to its mother, it will throw away the 
dolls and begin crying for the mother. 

The Absolute, the Real Spiritual 
Guide — After God-realization 

Ritualism ceases 

The Brahmos do not recognize the 
necessity of spiritual guides. So the 
devotee opens the topic. 

The devotee : Sir, do you hold that 

without the help of spiritual guides 
there can be no God-realization ? 

Sri Ramahrishna : The Absolute 

(Existence-Knowledge-Bliss) alone is 
the real guide. If you see one man 
rousing spirituality in another, know it 
for certain that it is the Absolute that 
is doing so in the form of the man. 
The guide is, as it were, an expert com- 
panion ; he leads him taking by the 
hand. When God is realized the idea 
of the master and the disciple goes. 
The proverb says, “That’s a rather 
difficult situation where the two do not 
meet — the master and the disciple.” 
So Janaka said to Sukadeva (when the 
latter went for Divine Wisdom to him), 
“If you want to have the Knowledge 
of Brahman, then pay my honorarium 
first. The reason is, when the knowl- 
edge of Brahman dawns, all notions 
of duality such as master and disciple 
will vanish. So long as God is not 
realized, the relationship between the 
master and the disciple subsists. 

Gradually evening has set in. Some 
Brahmo devotees are saying to the 



Master, “Now, perhaps, you will say 
your evening prayer?” 

Sri Ramahrishna : No, not so. In 
the beginning, these things must be 
performed ; afterwards the ritualistic 
paraphernalia are unnecessary. 

II 

Sri Ramakrishna and the Brahmo 
Minister Becharam on Vedanta and 
the Truth of Brahman 

After dusk Becharam conducted the 
evening service of the Adi Brahmo 
Samaj from the pulpit. It was inter- 
luded with devotional music and read- 
ings from the Upanishads. Service 
finished, he came down and engaged 
himself in a conversation with Sri 
Ramakrishna. 

Sri Ramahrishna : With or without 
forms — both are true of God. What do 
you say? 

God with and without Forms— 

Forms of Pure Consciousness — 

and the Devotee 

The minister : God without form is 

like the electric current; we cannot see 
it but feel it. 

Sri Ramahrishna : Yes, both are 
true — God with forms and without 
forms. Do you know what it is likened 
to — to say that God is only without 
forms? In a Rasunchauki (a kind of 
simple, Indian orchestra) there are two 
pipers ; one of them maintains the main 
note and do nothing more, though 
there are seven holes in his pipe. Blit 
mark, the other piper plays so many 
tunes. Those who believe in God with 
forms are like the second piper. They 
enjoy God in many ways by establishing 
various relationships with Him such as 
those between two calm and quiet p£f~ 
sons, between a master and a servant, 
between two friends, between parents 




